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The Parties to this Convention,

Conscigus of the fact that the right to education is a human right, and that highef education,
which is instrumental in the pursuit and advancement of knowledge, constitutes an
exceptionally rich cultural and scentific asset for both individuals and sodety;

Considering that higher education should play a vital role in promoting peace, mutual
understanding and tlerance, and in creating mutual confidence among peoples and nations;

Considering that the great diversity of education systems in the European region reflects its
cultural, sodal, political, philosophical, religious and economic diversity, an exceptional asset
which should be fully respected;

Desiring to enable all people of the region to benefit fully from this rich asset of diversity by
fadlitating access by the inhabitants of each State and by the students of each Party's
educational institutions to the educational resources of the other Parties, more specifically by
fadlitating their efforts to continue their education or to complete a period of studies in
higher education institutions in those other Parties;

Comsidering that the recognition of studies, certificates, diplomas and degrees obtained in
another country of the European region represents an important measure for promoting
academic mobility between the Parties;

Atiaching great importance to the prindple of institutional autonomy, and conscious of the
nead to uphold and protect this principle;

Corwinced that a fair recognition of qualifications is a key element of the right to education
and a responsibility of sodety;

Havirig regard to the Council of Europe and UNESCO Conventions covering academic
recognition in Europe:

European Convention on the Equivalence of Diplomas leading to Admission to Universities

(1953, ETS Na. 15), and its Protocol (1964, ETS No. 49);
European Convention on the Equivalence of Periods of University Study (1936, ETS No. 21);

European Convention on the Academic Recognition of University Qualifications (1939,
ETS No. 32); _

Convention on the Recognition of Studies, Diplomas and Degrees concemning Higher
Education in the States belonging to the Europe Region (1579);

European Convention on the General Equivalence of Periods of University: Study (1590,
ETS No. 138);

Huving regard also to the International Convention on the Recognition of Studies, Diplomas
and Degrees in Higher Education in the Arab and European States bordering on the
Mediterranean (1976), adopted within the framework of UNESCQO and partially covering

academic recognition in Europe;
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Mindful that this Convention should also be considered in the coniext of the UNESCO
conventions and the International Recommendztion covering other Regions of the world, and
of the need for an improved exchange of information between thesé Regions;’

Conscigus of the wide ranging changes in higher education in the European region since these
Conventions were adopted, resulting in considerably increased diversification within and
between national higher educatiorr systems, and of the need to adapt the Jegal instruments

and practice to reflect these developments;:

Conscious of the need to find commor: solutions to practical recognition problems in the
European region;

Conscious of the need t improve cwrent recognition practice and to make it more
transparent and better adapted to the current situation of higher education in the European

region;

Confident of the positive significance of a Converition elaborated and adopted under the joint-
auspices of the Coundl of Eurdpe and UNESCO providing a framework for the further
development of récognition practices in the European region;

Conscious of the importande of providing permanent implementation mechanisms in order
to put the principles and provisions of the current Convention into practice,

Have agreed as follows:

SectionI.  Definitions
Article I
For the purposes of this Convention, the following terms shall have the following meaning:

Access (to higher education)

The right of qualified candidates to apply and to be considersd for admission to higher
education.

Adrission {to higher education institutions and programmes)

The act of, or system for, allowing qualified applicants to pursue studies in higher education
at a given institution and/or 2 given programme. '

Assessment (of institutions or programmes)

The process for establishing the educational quality of a higher education iristitution or
programme.

Assessment {(of individual qualifications)

The written appraisa.l or evaluation of an individual’s foreign qualifications by a competent
body.
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Competent recognition authority

A body officially .charged with making binding decisions on the recognition of foreign
qQualifications. '

Higher education

All types of courses of study, or sets of courses of study, training or training for research at
the post secondary level which are recognized by the relevant authorities of a Party as
belonging to its higher education systern.

Higher education institution

An establishment providing higher education and recognized by the competent authority of
a Party as belonging to its system of higher educaton.

Higher education programme

A course of study recognized by the competent authority of a Party as belonging to its
system of higher educatioh, and the completion of which provides the student with a higher

education qualification.
Period of study

Any component of a higher education programme which has been evaluated and
documented and, while not a complete programme of study in itself, represents a significant
acquisition of knowledge or skill.

Qualification
A. Higher education qualification

Any degree, diploma or other certificate is;ued by a competent authority attesting the
successful completion of a higher education programme.

B. Qualification giving access. to higher educat:ipﬂ
Any diploma or other certificate issued by a competent authority attesting the successful

completion of an education programme and giving the holder of the qualification the right
to be considered for admission to higher education (cf. the definition of access).

Recognition

A formal acknowledgement by a competent authority of the value of a foreign educational
qualification with a view to access to educaticnal and/or employment activities.

Requirement

A. General requirements

Conditions that must in all cases be fulfilled for access to higher education, or to a given
level thereof, or for the award of a higher education qualification at a- given level.
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B. Spedific requirements

Conditions that must be fulfilled, in addition to the general requirements, in order to gain
admission to 2 particular higher education programume, or for the award of a specific higher
education qualification in a particular field of study.

SectionIL  The competence of authorities

Ly

Article IL1

Where central -authorities of a Party are competent to make dedsions in recognition cases,
that Party shall be immediately bound by the provisions of this Convention and shall take'
the necessary measures to ensure the implementation of its provisions on its territory.

Where the competence to make decisions in recognition matters lies with compbnents of the
Party, the Party shall furnish one of the depositories with a brief statement of its
constitutional situation or structure at the time of signature or when depositing its instrument

‘of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession, or any time thereafter. In such cases, the

competent authorities of the components of the Parties so designated shall take the necessary
measures to ensure 1mplementatxon of the provisions of this Convennon on their temtory

Where the competence to make dedsions in recognition matters lies wzth individual h.xgher
education institutions or other entities, each Party according to its constitutional situation or
structure shall transmit the text of this convention o these institutions or entities and shall
take all possible steps to encourage the favourable consideration and application of its

provisions,

The provisions of paragraphs 1 and 2 of this Article shall apply, mutaiis mutandis, to the
obligations of the Parties under subsequent articles of this Convention

Article I12
At the t:.me of signature or when depos:hng its instrument. of ratification, acceptance,
approval or accession, or at any time theredfter, each State, the Holy.See or the European

Community shall inform either depository of the present Convention of the authorities which
are competent to make different categories of dedsions in recognition cases.

Article IL3
Noth.trig in this Convention shall be deemed to demgate from any more favourable

provisions concerning the recognition of qualifications issued in one of the Parties contained

in or stemming from an existing or a fiture treaty to which a Party to this Convention may

be or may becorne a party.

Section IIL.  Basic principles related to the assessment of qualificiations

1

Axticle ITL1

Holders of qualifications issued in one of the Parties shall have adequate access, upon request
to the appropriate body, to an assesstent of these qualifications.
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Section IV.  Recognition of gualifications giving access to higher education
Article TV.1

Each Party shall recognize the qualifications issued by other Parties meeting the general
Tequirements for access to higher education in those Farties for the purpose of access to
programmes belonging to its higher education system, unless a substantial diffecence can be
shown between the general requirements for access in the Party in which the qualification
‘was obtained and in the Party in which recognition of the qualification is sought.

Article IV2

Alternatively, it shall be sufficient for a Party to enable the holder of a qualification issued
in one of the other Partiés to obtain an assessment of that qualification, upon request by the
‘holder, and the provisions of Article IV.1 shall apply mutatis mutandis to such a case.

Article IV3

Where a qualification gives access only to specific types of instituons or programmes of
higher education in the Party in which the qualification was obtined, eath other Party shall
grant holders of such qualifications access to similar specific programmes in institutions
belonging to its higher education system, unless a substantial difference can be demonstrated
between the requirements for access in the Party in which the qualification was obtained and
the Party in which recognition of the qualification is sought.

Aticle IV.4

Where admission to particular higher education programmes is dependent on the fulfilment
of specific requirements in addition to the general requirements for access, the competent
authorities of the Party concerned may impose the additional requirements equally on
holders of qualifications obtained in the other Parties or assess whether applicants with
qualifications obtained in other Parties fulfil equivalent requirements.

Article IV.5

Where, in the Party in which they have been obtained, school leaving certificates give access
to higher education only in combination with additional qualifying examinations as a
prerequisite for access, the other Parties may make access conditional on these requirements
or offer an alternative for satisfying such additional requirements within their own
educational systems. Any State, the Holy-5ee or the European Community may, at the time
of signature or when depositing its instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or
accession, or at any time thereafter, notify one of the depositories that it avails itself of the
provisions of this Article, specifying the Parties in regard to which it intends to apply this
Article as well as the reasons therefor.
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Article IV.6

Without prejudice to the provisions of Artides IV.1, IV.2, IV.3, IV4 and IV5, admission to
a given higher education instituion, or to a given programme within such an institution,
may be restricted or selective. In cases in which admission to a higher education institution
and/or programme is selective, admission procedures should be designed with a view to
ensuring that the assessment of foreign qualifications is carried out according to the
principles of fairness and non<discrimination descibed in Section TII

Arxticle IV.7

Without prejudice to the provisions of Artides IY.1, IV2, IV.3, IV.4 and IV 5, admission to
a given higher education institution may be made conditional on demonstration by the
applicant of sufficient competence in the language or languages of instruction of the
institution concemned, or in other specified languages.

Article IV.8

In the Parties in which access to higher education may be obtained on the basis of non-
traditional qualifications, similar qualifications obtained in other Parties shall be assessed in
a simflar manner as non-traditional qualifications earned in the Party in which recogniton
is sought. . ‘

Article ITV.9

For the purpose of admission to programmes of higher education, each Party may make the
recognition of ' qualifications issued by foreign educational institutions operating in its
territory contingent upon specific requirements of national legislation or spedfic agreements
concluded with the Party of origin of such institutions. :

Section V. Recognition of periods of study

Artcle V.1

Each Party shall récognize periods of study completed within the framework of a higher
education programme in another Party. This recognition shall comprise such periods of study
towards the completion of a higher education programme in the Party in which recognition
is sought, unless substantial differénces can be shown between the periods of study
completed in another Party and the part of the higher education programune which they
would replace in the Party in which recognition is sought.

Asticle V2
Alternatively, it shall be sufficient for a Party to enable a person who ha;s'corhpleted' a period
of stixdy within the framework of a higher education programme in another Party t obtain

an assessment of that period of study, upon request by the person concerned, and the
provisions of Artidle V.1 shall apply mutatis mutandis to such a case.

Article V.3

In particular, each Party shall facilitate recognition of periods. of study, when:
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a there has been a previous agreement between, on the one hand, the higher education
institution or the competent authority responsible for the relevant period of study and,
on the other hand, the higher education institution or the competent recognition
authority responsible for the recognition that is sought; and

b the higher education institution in which the period of study has been completed has
issued a cergificate or transcript of academnic records attesting that the student has
successfully completed the stipulated requirements for the said period of study.

Section VL  Recognition of higher education qualifications
Article VL1
To the extent that a recognition decision is based on the knowledge and skills certified by
the higher education qualification, each Party shall recognize the higher education
qualifications conferred in another Party, unless a substantial difference can be shown

between the qualification for which recognition is sought and the corresponding qualification
in the Party in which recognition is sought

Article V1.2
Alternatively, it shall be sufficient for a Party to enable the holder of 2 higher education
qualification issued in one of the other Parties to obtain an zssessment of that qualification,

upon request by the holder, and' the provisions of Article VL1 shali apply mutatis muiandis
to such a case.

Article VL3

Recognition in a Party of a higher education qualification issued in another Party shall have
one or both of the following consequences:

a access to further higher education studies, including relevant examinations, and /or to
preparations for the doctorate, on the same conditions as those applicable to holders
of qualifications of the Party in which recognition is sought;

b the tse of an academic title, subject to the laws and regulations of the Party or a
jurisdiction thereof, in which recognition is sought.

In additon, recognition may facilitate access to the labour market subject to laws and.
regulations of the Party, or a jurisdiction thereof, in which recognition is sought.

Azticle V14

An assessment in a Party of a higher education qualification issued in another Party may take
the formn of:

2 advice for general employment purposes;

b advice to an educational institution for the purpose of admission into its programmes;

< advice to any other competent recognition authority.
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Article V15

Each Party may make the recognition of higher education qualifications issued by foreign
educational institutions operating in its territory contingent upon specific requiremnents of
national legislation or specific agreements concluded with the Party of origin of such
institutions. ,

Section VIL.  Recognition of qualifications held by refugees, displaced persons and persons in a
refugee-like situation '

Article VII

Each Party shall take all feasible and reasonable steps within the framework of its education
system and in conformity with its constitutional, legal, and regulatory provisions to develop
procedures designed to assess fairly and expeditiously whether refugees, displaced persons
and persons in a refugee-like situation fulfil the relevant requirements for access to higher
education, to further higher education programmes or to employment activities, even in cases
in which the qualifications obtained in one of the Parties cannot be proven through
documentary evidence.

Section VIII. Information on the assessment of higher education institutions and programmes
Article VIILY

Each Party shall provide adequate information on any institution belonging to its higher
education system, and on any programme operated by these institutions, with a view to
enabling the competent authorities of other Parties to ascertain whether the quality of the
qualifications issued by these institutions justifies recognition in the Party in which
recognition is sought. Such information shall take the following form:

a in the case of Parties having established a system of formal assessment of higher
education institutions and prograrnmes: information on the methods and results of this

assessment, and of the standards of quality specific to each type of higher education
‘institution granting, and to programmes'leading to, higher education qualifications;

b in the case of Parties which have not established a system of formal assessment of
higher education institutions and programmes: information on the recognition of the
various qualifications obtained at any higher educaﬁon- institution, or within any
higher education programune, belonging to their higher education systems.

Arxticle VIII2

EadxiPa.rty shall make adequate provisions for the development, maintenance and provision
of: ,

a an overview of the different types of higher education institutions belonging to its
higher education system, with the typical characteristics of each type of institution;
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